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COUNCIL MEETING 
 
Mayor John Grogan called the October 20, 2009 City Council meeting to 
order at 7:00 PM in Council  Chambers at City Hall.  
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE   
 
ROLL CALL 
Present:  James Deans, Danny Losch, Nellie Cihon, Linda Zahirsky and 
Matthew Moellendick.   
   
Absent:  Diane Downing 
 
Mrs. Zahirsky moved to excuse Mrs. Downing due to a private matter, 
seconded by Mr. Losch.   ROLL:  Yes, ALL.   
 
Mrs. Zahirsky stated her pay will be docked, just because excused doesn’t 
mean pay won’t be docked.  There is an ordinance in place for this.   
 
Others Present: Mark Cozy, City Manager; Scott Fellmeth, Law Director;  
Tammy Marthey, Clerk of Council; Scott Svab, Finance Director; Doug 
Swartz, Lieutenant; Ray Green, Fire Chief;   Daniel Mayberry, Service 
Director; Tom Bellish, Direct Energy; Sue Mayberry, Rochelle Rossi, Janet 
Deans, Ray Nida, Donnie Poling, Ray Durkee, Dawn Durkee and Mike 
Mouse, Residents;  Matthew Blakney and Terri Blakney, Visitors-Central 
Catholic High School; and  Joan Porter, Repository.   
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION   
 
Mayor Grogan stated there is a need for executive session.  They are 
requesting it be at the beginning of the meeting as it has to do with 
personnel for the fire department and police department.   
 
Mrs. Cihon moved to adjourn to executive session at 7:02 PM for the 
appointment of a public employee or official, employment of a public 
employee or official, promotion or demotion of a public employee or 
official; and compensation of a public employee or official, seconded by 
Mr. Deans.   ROLL:  Yes, ALL.      
 
Mrs. Zahirsky moved to return to public session at 7:16 PM, seconded by 
Mr. Deans.   ROLL:  Yes, ALL.   
 
SWEARING IN  
 
Mayor Grogan stated there is going to be a swearing in tonight for the 
police department, as well as the  fire department.   
 
Sasa Djordjevic:  Mayor Grogan stated he would like to confirm the 
recommendation to appoint Mr. Sasa Djordjevic as part-time police officer.         
 
Mrs. Zahirsky moved based upon the recommendation of the Mayor to 
appoint Mr. Sasa Djordevic, seconded by Mrs. Cihon.   Roll:  Yes, ALL.   
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Raymund Durkee:   Mayor Grogan stated it is his recommendation to 
Council to promote Raymund Durkee from Captain to Assistant Fire Chief.   
 
Mrs. Cihon moved based upon the recommendation of the Mayor to 
promote Raymund Durkee from Captain to Assistant Fire Chief, seconded 
by Mr. Losch.   ROLL:  Yes, ALL.   
 
CORRECTING/ADOPTING THE RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS 
 
Mrs. Zahirsky moved to approve the October 6, 2009 meeting minutes, 
seconded by Mr. Deans.   ROLL:  Yes, Mr. Deans, Mr. Losch, Mrs. 
Zahirsky and Mr. Moellendick.  Abstain, Mrs. Cihon.       
 
Mrs. Zahirsky stated she submitted her monies for the painting of the trash 
cans.   
 
REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES   - 
 
Personnel Committee:  Mrs. Zahirsky stated the Personnel Committee  
met at 6:00 PM and discussed the issue of officer pay for the fire 
department.  These discussions have gone back and forth since May and 
the committee is     going to be making a recommendation for 2010 to the 
rest of council that fire chief’s salary be moved to $15,000 from $13,000, 
the    assistant chief salary to remain at $6,500 and the three 3 captain’s 
salary to be $4,000 each.  They would eliminate the lieutenant position.     
Eliminate lieutenant   position.  The meeting concluded at 6:40 PM.    
 
Safety Committee:  Mr. Losch moved to  request a Safety Committee 
meeting for November 4, 2009  at 6:00 PM to discuss hunting and 
primitive weapons and a no texting while driving ordinance, seconded by 
Mrs. Cihon.   ROLL:  Yes, ALL.   
 
Mrs. Zahirsky asked about a  texting while driving ordinance. 
   
Mr. Losch moved to have a Safety Committee meeting  safety committee 
meeting at 6:00 PM on  November 17 to discuss EMS/Fire  staffing with 
Lawrence Township at City Hall, seconded by Mr. Deans.   ROLL:  Yes, 
ALL.      
 
Mr. Deans wanted to confirm that there is a Finance Committee meeting 
scheduled for October 26 at 6:30 PM.  It was stated yes.   
 
Mr. Losch stated he wanted to comment about Lawrence Township’s 
comments about the tornado sirens.   The City is fully willing to participate 
in this.   The City already has one siren and only needs two more.   They 
would be able to do this without adding taxes.   They have not dropped out 
of this.    If it passes in the Township, the City will be moving forward with 
this issue.   
 
CITIZENS’ COMMENTS – AGENDA MATTERS  - None 
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REPORTS OF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICERS 
 
SENIOR CITIZENS (Nellie Cihon)   
 
Bus Trip:   There will be a bus trip to Rivers Oct 27, 2009.   The trip is sold 
out.     
 
Christmas Bazaar:   The Christmas Bazaar is scheduled for November 7, 
2009 at the Northwest Stark Senior Center.    
 
Senior Trip:   The Northwest Stark Senior Center is partnering with the 
Massillon Senior Center for a trip to Oglebay to see the Christmas lights 
and for a show.  Nov 17   going with Massillon.    
 
Swiss Steak Dinner:  The swiss steak dinner will be on December 5, 2009.    
The last dinner they served 213 dinners.   
 
COMMUNITY SERVICE  (John Murphy, Coordinator)  - Written 
 
Public Hearing – 7:30 PM    
 
Ordinance 31-09:    An Ordinance Amending Chapter 1178 Entitled 
Suburban Office District of the Planning and Zoning Code of the Codified 
Ordinances of Canal Fulton, Ohio and Repealing Any Conflict Therewith.   
 
Mr. Mouse asked for a brief reason why this is being considered.    
 
The Mayor read the Codified Ordinance section, as well as the proposed 
ordinance with the changes.    
 
There being no further public comments, the Public Hearing portion 
ended.     
 
FIRE CHIEF (Ray Green, Fire Chief)  
 
Quarterly Fire Chief Meeting   Chief Green stated there was discussion on 
the pandemic flu at the meeting and Gov. Strickland has issued that if the 
need arose, EMS personnel would assist in giving vaccines if there is a 
pandemic flu outbreak.  All personnel would be trained if necessary.   
 
Mayor asked if Chief is aware of any positive H1NI in school district.  Chief 
Green stated he was not aware of any breakouts.   
 
Life Net:   New cardiac monitors are  connected to Life Net.   The system 
sends the reports directly to the emergency room  a lot faster than when 
previously using cell phones to transmit data to the hospitals.  They are 
now able to have a team ready upon arrival.     
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT  (Doug Swartz, Lieutenant) – No Report 
 
Mr. Moellendick thanked Lieutenant Swartz and Officer Koontz  for their 
assistance in working with the cub scouts. 
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ENGINEER/STREETS/PUBLIC UTILITIES (Dan Mayberry) 
 
2009 Locust/S. Canal Street Paving Project:  Mr. Mayberry  distributed a 
memo to council  regarding the 2009 paving project.  Problems surfaced 
while on working on Locust Street.   There were many more square yards 
of repairs needed.   It inflated the cost of the 2009 paving project by 
$46,000. The funding for this project was from the Municipal Road Fund, 
which is from the license plate fees that are given back from the 
Commissioners.   They will have to go back to the  Municipal Road Fund  
to ask for more monies to complete S. Canal Street.   There was a 
balance of about $60,000  left from the project for S. Canal Street and it 
was going to require about $113,000 to complete the project.   He stated 
this is where his $46,000 shortfall came from.      
 
He stated we will have a good job on Locust Street.   He stated the City 
has a grant in the works for sometime for   2011 to finish the balance of 
Locust Street.   
 
Mr. Mayberry stated the manholes in the right of way will be to grade as 
well as the joint cracking.    
 
Locust Street should be completed approximately mid next week.    
 
Mayor asked how the engineering reviewed didn’t show the materials 
underneath.  He asked if there was some type of test that was conducted 
on the roadway prior to starting.   
 
 Mr. Mayberry stated soil borings were not done for this project.   He 
stated the Municipal Road Fund money that we have been accumulating 
in order to make it stretch as far as they could.  They did minimal 
preliminary work  and in the end it would not have likely have changed 
anything except they possibly may have known the underneath conditions.   
     
Mayor Grogan stated if this would have been done, they would have 
known the condition of the roadway and they would have probably 
attacked it differently as opposed to throwing the money at it and trying to 
do it normally or would they not have done it all and done the remainder of 
Locust Street.   He is asking is at what part of the process did they review 
this and then determine that it was okay to do this project and now it put 
them in a shortfall.    
 
Mr. Mayberry stated through a core sample they may have been able to 
tell the condition of the road and a core sample you are taking a 
representative sample from one area and making some assumptions.   He 
stated it would be hoped that they would go down on the more severe 
spots.   He stated Locust Street they later found out was a different animal 
than what they had begun with.   He stated they felt there were red paving 
bricks over top of concrete on Locust Street.   He stated in reality when 
they did surface grinding, they found that Locust Street was once a 
concrete road.   This surprised them.    He stated as they ground, they 
found that the concrete, because of the reflective cracking, was in much 
worse condition just due to the water that had crept down through the 
cracks carrying salt during the winter.   He stated they may have caught 
the condition of the road by doing core samples.   
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Mayor Grogan asked if it is standard procedure to do more than one core 
sample on a stretch of road.   
 
Mr. Mayberry stated more than one core sample may be done.   It 
depends on the amount of money they want to budget.   He doesn’t know 
if there is a standard.   He stated they did do nine core samples along 
several thousand feet of road.   This was done from Prospect to the 
corporate limits.    He stated because they were seeking grant funding, 
there were some preliminary upfront costs to do more investigation in 
order to find out what type of repairs they may need to make and what 
conditions were under there.   He stated it was a matter of trying to stretch 
the dollars in repairs more so than in a lot of detailed engineering.   He 
stated you could say they learned a lesson but would not have changed 
the outcome.   They would have only been able to brace themselves for a 
much more costly repair of Locust Street than what they had.   He 
estimated it to be around $123,000 and it came out to approximately 
$170,000.    
 
Mayor Grogan stated he isn’t an expert but it sounds like to him had they 
had planned in the front end, now in the back end they are going to take a 
financial bite.    
 
Mrs. Zahirsky stated they would not have done it any earlier.   
 
Mayor Grogan stated it isn’t the timeframe that is the issue, it is the 
preparation upfront.  It’s the engineering review that needs to be done 
prior to even initiating the project.    
 
Mr. Moellendick stated in this instance, the financial bite comes from the 
cost of the change order of the extra work.   He stated they can plan and 
take core samples.   He stated the core samples are a four inch every 
several hundred feet across 24’ of pavement and how long the job is.  He 
stated it is a dart at a dart board to get the information you are looking for.    
 
Mayor Grogan asked Mr. Moellendick in his professional experience in 
doing this, do these types of situations occur more on a regular basis than 
anything else?   
 
Mr. Moellendick stated yes and no.  He stated if you are trying to stretch 
your dollar to get the most paving, sometimes the sampling and things like 
that are the things that take the fall.   He stated you are rolling the dice.  
He stated other times you are doing the sampling and the sampling comes 
out okay and the project conditions just dictate that you have to do this 
type of work and you are hoping that the contractor had the unit costs in 
his bid and you are not going to get stung by an increased cost other than 
the increase of materials.  He stated if the contractor does not have the 
material in his bid, then he comes back and tells you.   He stated this 
material was in the bid so he was just doing extra work and not work that 
was unplanned for.   
 
Mr. Mayberry stated they approached the project with trying to stretch the 
dollars they had to work with and therefore, they limited the amount of 
engineering.   They did some windshield review of the road with the 
engineer and did walk it with them but they didn’t get down to the nuts and 
bolts with core samples.    He stated a lot of times they are faulted for the 
preliminary work that they spend monies on  for plans and specifications  
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to follow.    He stated they could have spent monies on the preliminary 
work.   He stated they kind of have to roll the dice to a degree but with the 
best scientific data and skills that they have and determine the route they 
want to take.  The additional costs spent to do extra engineering would not 
have changed the outcome.     
 
Mr. Mayberry stated the City used their own inspectors on the job.   They 
did not use CTI Engineers to try to save money. Generally the job went 
well.   He stated  paving isn’t done a lot of in Canal Fulton, so for himself 
and the street superintendent it was a process.   
 
Mayor Grogan stated he isn’t trying to assign blame he wanted a healthy 
discussion referencing how these things happen and the outcome.   
 
Mayor Grogan stated Mr. Moellendick’s explanation made it a little clearer 
to him.   He stated these things are dynamic and they change, but when 
he is asked by constituents, he wants to be able to give them the answers 
that he is getting from the department heads as to how these things 
happen. 
 
Mr. Deans asked if there were any old records available that would have 
shown this.   
 
Mr. Mayberry stated they don’t have any construction records on Locust 
Street 
 
Mr. Mayberry stated the utilities are off the berm of the road, therefore, 
they have never had to excavate along Locust Street.   
 
Mr. Losch asked how much was going to be carried over in 2010 for the S. 
Canal project.   
 
Mr. Mayberry stated   $61,140.      
 
FINANCE DIRECTOR (Scott Svab) 
 
September Financial Statement:   
  
Mr. Svab stated the discussion they just had centers on the purchase 
order that he is adding to the agenda.    
 
Mr. Svab stated  the City will pay for the project and be reimbursed from 
the s out of the Municipal Road Fund.    He stated in order to do this he 
has to amend the budget.   He also has a few other line items that need 
revised as well.    
 
He stated the purchase order for Northstar is for the actual original amount 
for both streets in the amount of $211,267.    The SCATS monies that they 
have are  $218,000.    This is how much they had in the fund and he put 
the total amount in the fund not knowing how Council will decide on the 
project because it is still not completed and there may be other things that 
are going on.     
 
Mr. Svab reviewed the September financial statement with Council 
regarding the transfer of funds.   He also stated he will need a voice 
motion that members have received the September Financial Statement.  
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Mr. Svab stated he has been meeting with council individually regarding 
Ordinance 33-09 relating to the Puffenberger property debt.   He talked 
with council  regarding 33-09.   Puffenberger property note  comes up at 
the end of November.   He stated through conversations with council via 
telephone over the past two weeks, he has pointed out the benefits of 
retiring this note this year and the reason for it.  The current interest rates 
are so low. They are lucky to be getting .2%.    Between the interest and 
the legal writing fees, they will save between $22-$25,000.  He stated the 
current interest rates are so low, they are lucky to be getting .13% and the 
CD’s at Huntington and First Merit sweep account; they have been 
averaging .2%.   He stated that Council has been aware that the interest 
has been greatly reduced this year and don’t anticipate moving anything 
soon.   He stated they could go out for a 1-2 year CD note and still only 
get 1% interest.   His recommendation is to pay off this note early as we 
are in a position to do this.  We stated they rolled over the note last year 
because it is when the beginning of the banking crisis.  They had 
budgeted $200,000 to pay on this park note last year, but because they 
didn’t know if they were going to be able to place the note and our 
carryover balance, we decided to roll over the note and hold the balance.   
He stated part of the $200,000 was in the general fund carryover that they 
saw in the $389,000 carryover balance last year.   There was also some 
money in the green space fees and also some money in the 391 capital 
administration.   He stated this year they looked at the number hard and 
along with the monies that was budgeted last year, and the same amount 
was budgeted this year, and income tax collections are at a record high, 
85.4% collected, which is a balance of $1,522,000.     He spoke with Mr. 
Fleming and he has over $57,000 in  the green space fees that he would 
have liked to have done some engineering with, but after he heard the 
proposal of them paying off the note early, he was on board  and didn’t 
have a problem with them taking from that fund.   
 
Mr. Svab stated with the various funds and the carryover, and the 
anticipation of our healthy income tax in the last fourth quarter, he 
definitely thinks it is doable and thinks it would be a wise decision, not only 
to pay off the debt, and safe the $27,000, the worse case scenario they 
will only be using a little bit of the sewer funds for one year as an internal 
money that they would normally take out to a CD and they are going to 
use it to pay off the debt early.   He feels at this point that it is the wisest 
decision that they can do.    He stated it seemed that every council 
member he spoke with has been onboard with this.   They are the decision 
makers on this but he would make a recommendation that they pay it off. 
 
Mrs. Zahirsky stated normally debt is not a bad thing to have when a 
property like this or debt on the fire department.  She stated when 
spreading the cost of the asset over a number of years because a number 
of people are going to be using them.   She stated it isn’t fair to take out of 
the pockets today to pay for something that someone 10-15 years will be 
using when they should help pay for it too.   Normally she would say to roll 
it over and take on the debt for it, but they are in   such a financial crisis 
now and bonds have been going belly up and it is hard to get people to 
invest in notes and bonds from cities, so we are in a catch 22.  They are in 
an unusual situation where they are going to have to recommend paying 
something off when they normally wouldn’t.   The future users of the park 
should pay for it as well, but they will have to pay for it when it comes to 
developing.   
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Mr. Svab stated contrary to the reports out there, the 2008 audit which is 
online, the cities debt which he is reading from, the balance reflected a 
decrease of $377,000 from previous years balance.   They totally paid 
down 7.5% of the debt last year and in 2007 they paid 7.6%.   They have 
been fiscally responsible, not only by not over budgeting their fund and 
keeping the carryovers to pay off debt and waiting for the right time.   He 
feels at this time with the unfortunate low interest rates being so low, we 
can not earn enough out of their own money just to hold it.   Normally it 
supplements a lot of general fund money, where they have $80-100,000 
depending on the 4-5% spread that they have enjoyed  in the last couple 
of years.     
 
He stated at this time, he would recommend to council, he feels it is going 
to be healthier on their balance sheet to reduce this debt at this time. 
 
Mr. Deans feels if they can have less debt and have savings from the 
interest, it is better to pay off the debt at this time.   
 
Mr. Losch stated he is reviewing the capital list from Mr. Cozy.  He stated 
he wants to be careful that we keep an eye on what we are looking for in 
the future.   He agrees it would be a good move to save the monies by 
paying off the debt and actually own the property.   He stated they are 
going to have to move some projects to general funds, capital requests 
and he knows they will be looking at that soon.   He wants to keep this in 
mind.   
 
Mr. Svab stated they had some money budgeted in the 391 fund for the 
culvert project that didn’t go through and was pushed out for another year 
to get more grant matched funds so there was some money there that is 
going to be used for the repayment.    
 
He stated at this time he is asking council if this is the way they wish to 
proceed and at the next council meeting he will have the actual purchase 
order and the various funds which it is coming out of to pay the note off.   
 
He would ask that they don’t act on Ordinance 33-09 if they are going to 
pay off the debt.    
 
Mrs. Cihon moved that they have received September financial statement, 
seconded by Mrs. Zahirsky.  Roll; Yes, ALL.    
 
CITY MANAGER (Mark Cozy) 
 
Mayor Grogan stated Mr. Cozy is absent due to family obligation with his 
daughter.    He stated Mr. Cozy has issued a  report for all members of 
Council and will review it on his behalf.    He stated the first part of the 
Manager’s report for the gas aggregation program for the City.      
 
Direct Energy (Mr. Bellish)  Mr. Bellish was in attendance to answer any 
questions Council may have regarding the City’s aggregation program.  
There have been some changes to the contract.    Direct Energy  would 
like to change some of the wording to their contract.   Not to use the word 
endorsement, using opt-in now.      
 
Direct Energy will need to have legislation passed in order to enroll new 
customers.    Customers would then be able to  opt-in as of Friday.   
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Mayor Grogan stated he is going to read the remainder of the City 
Manager’s  Report. 
 
Mayor Grogan stated he wasn’t going to read the rest because it sounded 
more political than it was a report.   He stated he would leave the report 
available and there are copies available for anyone that wants them.   It 
has been read as requested.    
 
REPORT OF MAYOR 
 
No Report  
 
PARKS & RECREATION BOARD (Fred Fleming) -    Not Present 
 
Mayor Grogan stated there is a  park board  seat that has been vacated.   
The chairman of the board and the Mayor is seeking someone to serve on 
this committee.    
 
LAW DIRECTOR (Scott Fellmeth)  - No Report 
 
THIRD READINGS  
 
TABLED:  Resolution 15-09:  A Resolution by the Council for the City of 
Canal Fulton, Ohio To Create a Fund to Purchase A Fire Truck and A 
Bonus Pool to Provide Compensation to Fire Personnel. 
 
Ordinance 31-09:  An Ordinance Amending Chapter 1178 Entitled 
Suburban Office District of the Planning and Zoning Code of the Codified 
Ordinances of Canal Fulton, Ohio and Repealing Any Ordinance in 
Conflict Therewith. 
 
Mrs. Zahirsky moved for passage of Ordinance 31-09, seconded by Mrs. 
Cihon.      Roll:   Yes, ALL.     
 
Mrs. Zahirsky stated the Planning Commission  worked on this and 
appreciates their work.   
 
SECOND READINGS   - None 
 
FIRST READINGS  
 
Ordinance 33-09:  An Ordinance Providing for the Issuance and Sale of 
Not-To-Exceed $605,000 of Notes, In Anticipation of the Issuance of 
Bonds, to Pay Costs of Acquiring Certain Real Estate and Interests 
Therein to Expand the City’s Municipal Complex, and Declaring an 
Emergency.   
 
Mr. Deans moved to suspend the rules on Ordinance 33-09, seconded by 
Mrs. Cihon.   ROLL:  Yes, ALL. 
 
Mr. Svab stated if they want him to move forward with paying off the debt, 
they will need to defeat this Ordinance.  If they would like a portion of it 
paid off, then pass the Ordinance. 
 
Mrs. Cihon moved for passage of Ordinance 33-09 under suspension, 
seconded by Mr. Deans.   ROLL:  No, ALL.   
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Ordinance 34-09:  An Ordinance Authorizing the City Manager to Enter 
into An Agreement Related to the Marketing of Competitive Retail Natural 
Gas Supply and Declaring an Emergency. 
 
Mrs. Cihon moved to suspend the rules on Ordinance 34-09, seconded by 
Mrs.  Zahirsky.  ROLL:  Yes, ALL.   
 
Mrs. Zahirsky moved for passage under suspension, seconded by Mrs. 
Cihon.  ROLL:  Yes, ALL.   
 
Ordinance 35-09:  An Ordinance Amending Ordinance 5-09, and 
Providing for the Transfer of Funds Within Various Accounts for the 
Purpose of Paying Various City Obligations, and Declaring an Emergency.   
 
Mrs. Cihon moved to suspend the rules on Ordinance 35-09, seconded by 
Mrs. Zahirsky.  ROLL:  Yes, ALL. 
 
Mr. Moellendick moved for passage under suspension, seconded by Mrs. 
Zahirsky.   ROLL:  Yes, ALL.   
 
Mrs. Zahirsky stated this type of ordinance is something in years past that 
they would see all the time.  When they had new finance directors, they 
failed to do this which caused auditors to cite the city.   She thanked Mr. 
Svab for taking care of this.   
PURCHASE ORDERS & BILLS  
 
P.O. 5789 to Northstar Asphalt Company in the amount of $211,267 for 
Locust and Canal Street.   
 
Mrs. Cihon moved for passage of P.O. 5789, seconded by Mr. 
Moellendick.   ROLL:  Yes, ALL.    
 
Bills: $116,625.16    Mr. Moellendick moved to accept the bills, seconded 
by Mrs. Cihon.   ROLL:  Yes, ALL.      
 
Law Director Fellmeth stated he had a point of order regarding Resolution 
15-09.  He stated it is his recommendation that they kill Ordinance 15-09 
since a recommendation has been made regarding the salaries.   
 
Resolution 15-09:   An Ordinance Amending Chapter 1178 Entitled 
Suburban Office District of the Planning and Zoning Code of the Codified 
Ordinances of Canal Fulton, Ohio and Repealing Any Ordinance in 
Conflict Therewith.   
 
Mrs. Zahirsky moved to bring Resolution 15-09 back to table, seconded by 
Mr. Losch.   ROLL:  Yes, ALL.   
  
Mrs. Zahirsky moved for passage of 15-09, no second.   Resolution fails.   
 
OLD/NEW/OTHER BUSINESS  -    
 
Campaign Signs:   Mr. Losch stated he has been receiving a lot of 
complaints about the huge campaign signs.  He stated he was going to 
quote one of the complaints he received, “When did the City start allowing 
people to start putting billboards in our City”.    He statement his him and 
he was getting the impression that this gentleman was thinking the City 
was okaying these signs.   He stated he made it clear to him that we do  
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have ordinances on the sizes of the signs and that letters have been sent 
out.   However, it is his understanding that the City is not taking any action 
towards this.    He wanted to make it clear for those that are concerned 
about the signs, the City has already sent out letters to people who have 
the oversize signs.   
 
Mayor Grogan stated as a point of order that the City was approached by 
the Zoning Inspector referencing the signs.   The Law Director, City 
Manager and himself had extensive conversations referencing this issue.  
He stated there are several appellate decisions in regards to free speech.  
He stated even though we have an ordinance stating that they can’t be of 
a certain size, there are cases out there that are still pending that kind of 
muddy up this particular situation.   He felt it was in the best interest of 
everybody if they just received letter as a reminder to let them know that 
they were in violation of that particular ordinance.   He stated the election 
will be over with before anything can be done, so it is just a matter of the 
notification process that needed to be put out there.  There have been 
several cases that have been reviewed.   He spent the night looking at 
them and he knows the Law Director has reviewed.    
 
Law Director Fellmeth gave history on the court law relating signage.  
He  stated there is a conflict between jurisdictions right now.   
  
Mr. Mouse stated the question is what does the Council want to do about 
the signs because the Supreme Court is doing one way and he hears 
council concerned about it.    
 
Mr. Mouse stated if Mr. Losch wanted, he would advise him to pursue it 
further and as Mr. Fellmeth knows, they will see him in court.    
 
Mr. Losch stated this is not his intention.   He stated he is giving 
information that he received from a resident who was complaining about  
it.  
 
Mr. Mouse stated he should redirect his attention to the First Amendment 
and then found out what it says. 
 
Mayor Grogan stated they have not reached the public comments yet and 
asked for order.   
 
Mr. Deans stated when he was putting his signs out he knocked on the 
doors and asked permission.  He stated he was told several times that 
even though there were other signs on the property, that he was first one 
to ask permission.   
 
Mayor Grogan stated they need to stay on agenda matters.  He doesn’t 
want this to be a pulpit for running for office.  He stated if there is an issue 
where a constituent has brought up a concern that needs to be brought 
traveling down that road.  He wants to limit it to concerns or comments 
from their own constituents.   
 
REPORT OF PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE (Mrs. Cihon)  -  
 
Mrs. Cihon stated she missed last council meeting due to being at Cape 
Cod with senior citizens from the Northwest Stark Senior Center and did 
not get paid for that meeting or the other meetings that she missed. 
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REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES   
 
Paint the Town:  Mr. Losch stated the paint the town program has saved 
residents about $2,550 and the program is only three months old.  He 
would invite ideas on how to grow this program. 
 
CITIZENS COMMENTS-Open Discussion (Five-Minute Rule)    
 
Mike Mouse:  Mr. Mouse stated under Mr. Cozy’s comment, he agrees 
with the Mayor that his letter seemed to morph into a political treaty.   He 
personally thinks it’s unseemly for appointed officials to inject themselves 
into a political campaign.   He stated this would suggest  that they are 
running with the candidates and doesn’t feel they want to put themselves 
in that position.    
 
He stated in response to Mr. Dean’s comment, he said everywhere their 
signs are, the owner has been asked.   
 
Mr. Deans stated he was directing this to him.  He was directing it to 
everybody.   
 
Mr. Mouse stated at the bottom of Mr. Cozy’s first page, it said, one of the 
candidates…..he stated he wish they would get past this Casper the ghost 
syndrome where they anonymously attribute something to Casper.   He 
stated if they want to contribute something, don’t do it to Casper, name the  
name and say who it was so they can defend themselves if it was 
addressed to them.    
 
 
Ray Nida:   Mr. Nida asked Mr. Mouse if he placed a sign on the cemetery 
lot.   
 
Mayor Grogan stated this section is to address Council.  
 
Mr. Nida stated he is a veteran and Veteran’s Day is on November 11, 
2009.   The Northwest Schools and Sts. Philip and James put on some 
nice programs.  
 
There will be an event on November 11, 2009 at 10:00 AM at Northwest 
High School   
 
Clerk’s Note:   The recording machine had a  mechanical malfunction 
at 8:44 PM   Rest of meeting taken by notes. 
 
He would recommend that the City do something to honor the veteran’s.   
He stated the schools programs are very patriotic.    
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
 
 
 
____________________________        ___________________________ 
Tammy Marthey, Clerk of Council          John Grogan, Mayor 


